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Canto 1&2 – Purgatory

Canto one, Virgil wants to continue his journey with the Pilgrim of the underworld by exiting the infernal regions and entering Purgatory. Cato of Utica stops them because Virgil and Dante seem out of place for Purgatory. Virgil explains that Dante is still living and that they were instructed from Paradise to journey The Inferno and Purgatory for Dante’s salvation. Cato instructs Virgil to bind reed around the Pilgrim’s waste and to cleanse him from any stain of the infernal regions. During Canto two, Virgil and the Pilgrim are pondering which road to take up to ascend the mountain of Purgatory when a boat of the Redeemed floats to the shores of Purgatory. They begin to talk and Virgil explains that they are also on a pilgrimage. Then the Redeemed realize that the Pilgrim is not dead and so they stare at him. Dante realizes a face in the crowd that of his friend Casella, who is a musician. Dante asks Casella for a song but Cato comes along and disperses the crowd, and rebukes them sending them on their way up the mountain. 


In the cliff notes it explains the story of Cato but doesn’t put together very well why he is used as the old man in Purgatory. See if I can piece anything together. Cato gave his second wife, Marcia, to his friend Hortentius. When Hortentuis died Cato would not take his wife back leaving him a lonely old man and committed suicide in Utica. The Roman Cathlic Church has strict rules about suicide, because you killed yourself without confessing ALL of your sins. Because Cato was old you know that he has been in Purgatory for a long time leaving me to believe that he is in Antepurgatory because he is a “Late Repentant.” This is my reasoning of why Dante chose Cato to sybolize someone who would be familiar with lower level Purgatory and someone who would most likely be there. 

